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The diet used in these experiments was low in vitamin A content as well as in
choline, but it was not completely absent from the casein preparation used. Other
batches of animals on the same diet did not develop signs of vitamin A deficiency
until after several months. The renal changes occurred within seven to twelve
days, and it is unlikely that these were related to or mo(lified by vitamin A
deficiency.
SUMMARY.
Degenerative lesions in the kidneys of rats feel on a vitamin A deficient, choline
deficient diet are described. The earliest change was a fatty infiltration of the renal
tubule cells, which progressed to necrosis. Glomerular involvement was often
minimal and appeared to be secondary to tubular damage. There was no evidence
that it was of vascular origin, and it would appear to be due to specific effect of
choline deficiency on the tubular cells. Fatty infiltration of the liver occurre(d in
some of the rats, but it frequently did not correspond in severity to the degree of
renal damage.
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REVIEW
A TEXT-BOOK OF MENTAL DEFICIENCY. By R. F. Tredgold, M.D.,
D.P.M., and K. Soddy, M.D., D.P.H. Ninth Edition. (Pp. xv + 480;
plates 31. 40s.) London, Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox, 19.56.
Tiiis text-book was first compiled by the late A. F. Tredgold and for many years was a standard
text-book and one of the classics of the subject. The present wvork is in great part rewritten, but
the late author's case histories and descriptions have been retained and giv'e an interesting early
century atmosphere to a book wlhere the conflicting theor:es of modern psychology are presente(l
and related to other aspects of mental deficiency. The practical and legal aspects of the problen
also receive a balanced presentation.
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